,16      AN APPROACH TO REALITY

The mind is actually an interpreter and not
a knower. As it interprets and presents things,
in its ignorance it is capable as much of pre-
venting knowledge of the true nature and
values of things, as, when it is illumined, of
bringing out and eKpressing those values. In
spite of this realization, even in India the stream
of philosophic thought has not infrequently
branched out and run into the sterile sands
of shifting  mental  constructions  and re-
constructions.

Western Science has admittedly taken as its
province only the objective and the material,
limiting even this description to such physical
phenomena as the conscious subject at its lowest
level is able to contact. The question as to
whether Reality is subjective or objective is con-
sidered without sufficient data as to the involu-
tions or layers of the subject, the possible depths
in them, and also the inward extensions of the
object related to those layers.

The materialist, using that term in a literal
sense, tends to think that whatever is not a
common experience must necessarily be an
unreality, merely an individual phantasy or
hallucination. Since the objective world of the